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“If the street is named after a great leader like 

Martin Luther King, Jr., then we should be 

compelled to make the street live up to all of its 

potential.”

W.W. Law, 

Savannah Morning News, May 1996
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Why?

 Physical Barrier

 Social Barrier

 Economic Barrier

 Psychological Barrier

“The community vision for the Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Boulevard and Montgomery Street, 

from River Street to 52nd Street, is that of a 

historic and diverse community which 

welcomes all people to the area for its 

commercial activity, architectural and 

cultural heritage and boulevard appearance 

in a vibrant urban setting.”



I-16 Flyover
Timeline

City adopts Revitalization Plan for MLK and Montgomery Corridor, includes removal of flyover

1967

1990

1995

2008

2012

2016

2019

1996

I-16 Complete

West Broad Street renamed Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard

1990 I-16 connected to Hwy 17

1998 - 2009

MLK Jr./Montgomery Corridor Existing Conditions Survey (MPC) 

First official mention of removal of overpass

Canal District Master Plan and Action Playbook- includes removal of flyover

Downtown Master Plan adopted- includes removal of flyover

City Council decision to redevelop Civic Center site

Interchange Modification Report complete

MPC, City, County Study: Reclaiming Old West Broad Street

Savannah City Council unanimously approved a Resolution of Support for the 

Reclaiming Old West Broad Street: I-16 Exit Ramp Removal Project

GDOT I-16 Terminus/MLK Jr. Boulevard Flyover Analysis and Concept Development Study

Savannah Development and Renewal Authorities studies



THE CONCEPT



Existing
Conditions

■ Montgomery Street – Terminus of I-16

■ Injects interstate infrastructure into the 

heart of Savannah



Civic Master Plan
2012

■ Preliminary planning

■ Identified potential street network for 

reclaimed property

■ Identified potential for redevelopment



Interchange
Modification 
Report
2016
■ Reconfigures local street network –

based on traffic and existing 

conditions

■ Extends Boulevard Concept 



Interchange
Modification 
Report
2016
■ Modify Oglethorpe to full interchange

■ Serves downtown

■ In concert with Gwinnett Street 

Improvements



Comparison of Alternatives

Origin Destination Route

Travel Time (mins)

Existing IMR

I-16 EB at 

37th St off-

ramp

Civic Center

via existing I-16 off-ramp 2.5 -

via Gwinnett St 4.7 4.6

via Louisville Rd 3.5 4.2

via W Oglethorpe Ave - 4.6

City Hall

via existing I-16 off-ramp 6.1 -

via Gwinnett St 8.8 8.8

via Louisville Rd 7.3 8.3

via W Oglethorpe Ave - 5.1



The Coalition

Neighborhood leaders

Housing Authority of Savannah

Savannah Development & 
Renewal Authority

Scenic America

Carver State Bank

Savannah Tree Foundation

Property owners

Business leaders

Planning & design professionals

Facilitated by:

Historic Savannah Foundation

U.S. Senator Raphael Warnock

Georgia Rep. Edna Jackson



BENEFITS

Restoration Economics Safety Connectivity Beauty



Restoration: 
Taking action to amend the injustices of 
“urban renewal”

■ Reclaim over 8 acres of developable land

■ Restore 650 linear feet fronting MLK Jr. Blvd.

■ Restore 350 feet fronting Montgomery Street

■ New civic, business, and affordable housing 

opportunities

Restoration Economics Safety Connectivity Beauty



Economics: 
Revitalize a once-vibrant corridor

■ Reinvent Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Blvd. as a gateway to the city 

instead of the edge of downtown

■ Stabilize property values

Restoration Economics Safety Connectivity Beauty



Safety: 
Improve safety for all – drivers, 
pedestrians, cyclists, transit-
riders, and others 

■ Montgomery Street between Gwinnett 

Street and Bay Street – Crash rate 3 times 

higher than comparable streets

■ Inadequate spacing between interchanges

– Five interchanges between 37th Street 

Connector and Oglethorpe Avenue

– Average spacing of 0.3 miles

Restoration Economics Safety Connectivity Beauty



Safety: 
Improve safety for all – drivers, 
pedestrians, cyclists, transit-
riders, and others 

■ Inadequate weave area for right turn onto 

Liberty Street

■ Limits pedestrian and bicycle connectivity

■ Challenging for pedestrians – especially 

tourists!

Restoration Economics Safety Connectivity Beauty



Connectivity: 
Knit the fabric of downtown together 
with neighborhoods to the west and 
improving the local street network 

■ Opportunity to make Montgomery Street a 

two-way street

– Alternative to Whitaker and Drayton

■ Establish connectivity

– West Savannah neighborhoods

– Savannah Arena and Canal District

– Redevelopment of the Civic Center

Restoration Economics Safety Connectivity Beauty
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Beauty: 
Designing a proper 
gateway that reflects 
Savannah’s beauty 

Restoration Economics Safety Connectivity Beauty
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Why Now?

■ Federal support

■ Federal funding

– Infrastructure Bill

– USDOT Reconnecting 

Communities

■ Supports City of Savannah 

initiatives and priorities

– Canal District

– Civic Center redevelopment

– Affordable housing

■ Coordination with GDOT

– Savannah River Crossing



What’s Next?

Civic Master Plan
I-16 Interchange 
Modification 
Report

Environmental 
Documentation

Preliminary 
Engineering

Final Design Construction

Requires Update Next Steps



THANK YOU!




