RESOLUTION CREATING A COMMITTEE TO ADVISE ON THE COMMEMORATION OF THE BURIAL GROUND IN WHITEFIELD SQUARE
WHEREAS, the public cemetery known in historical records as the “Negro Burial Ground” was in use from circa 1763 to 1844 as the final resting place for Savannah’s enslaved and free people of color; and
WHEREAS, historical maps indicate this burial ground overlapped modern-day Whitefield  Square; and 
WHEREAS, in 1844 this burial ground was closed by the City due to overcrowding and a new burial ground opened south of Gaston Street in the vicinity of Abercorn Street; and
WHEREAS, this second burial ground was only in use until 1852 when Laurel Grove Cemetery was opened; and
WHEREAS, in 1855 City Council authorized the removal of the remains from the “Negro Burial Ground” to Laurel Grove Cemetery, but records do not specify if remains were removed from the burial ground in the vicinity of Whitefield Square, the burial ground near Abercorn Street, or both; and
WHEREAS, in December 2025, the City of Savannah contracted with The LAMAR Institute to conduct a ground penetrating radar survey to confirm the removal of human remains or identify remaining unmarked burials in the square; and
WHEREAS, The LAMAR Institute found evidence of potential burials and burial clusters and confirmed what many community members have long believed, that it is unlikely all the remains of this burial ground were relocated prior to the development of Whitefield Square; and
WHEREAS, the City of Savannah is committed to making right today what we did not or could not make right in our past; and
WHEREAS, Whitefield Square will now be recognized by the City as a sacred space that is both an inactive historic burial ground and a passive greenspace; and
WHEREAS, the City will erect a memorial or marker to identify the square as a burial ground; and
WHEREAS, in order to ensure a thoughtful process to determine the appropriate memorial a community advisory group composed of members of the Gullah-Geechee community, downtown neighborhood residents, the religious community, and local historians will be appointed to prepare a recommendation for City Council’s consideration; and
WHEREAS, the advisory group will also prepare a recommendation for City Council regarding the appropriate name to refer to the burial ground by going forward.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah hereby create the Whitefield Square Burial Ground Advisory Committee.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is authorized and directed to take all necessary steps to protect this burial ground and convene the Advisory Committee in order to bring the requested recommendations back to City Council.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED by the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah, Georgia on this the ___ day of ___, 2026.


__________________________		
Van R. Johnson, II
Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________
Mark Massey
Clerk of Council 


