
Federal Metropolitan Planning (PL) Fund Application Form 

NAME OF STUDY: Interstate 95 at Airways Avenue/Pooler Parkway Interchange Study   
PHASE: Planning 

MPO: CORE MPO 

CONTACT (Name, Phone, Email): Mark Wilkes, 912-651-1477, wilkesm@thempc.org 

PROJECT START DATE: March 23, 2018       PROJECT END DATE: December 31, 2019 

IS PROJECT UPWP/TIP APPROVED: No       IF NO, AMENDMENT NEEDED? Yes, UPWP 

PREVIOUS WORK ON PROJECT: An Interchange Operational Analysis Report of the interchange 
was completed during the preliminary engineering for the I-95/Airways Avenue Interchange 
Improvements project done by GDOT, SAC, SEDA, and Gulfstream. This analysis used counts 
and projections for the project. The proposed detailed study will update the traffic counts, 
evaluate the existing operational analysis of the interchange, project new traffic volumes based 
on growth and land use data, evaluate the crash history of the interchange, develop 
alternatives to improve the operation and safety of the interchange, evaluate the alternatives 
using traffic projections,  and provide preliminary environmental screening to facilitate 
development of a future concept report and Interchange Modification Report (IMR), if required. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT BACKGROUND, NEED & GOALS:    Working with Consultants, SAC and 
MPO staff will develop a scope of services and solicit request for proposals for the study 
utilizing the Quality Based Selection process. The existing conventional diamond interchange at 
the intersection of I-95 and existing Airways Avenue/Pooler Parkway experiences significantly 
congestion and delays. Using the referenced counts and projections, a rough analysis was 
performed to determine if improvements were needed at the interchange. The preliminary 
analysis showed that an interchange improvement wi ll  be  needed  at  the  existing interchange. 
The projected vol umes in the area indicate that the interchange will continue to operate over 
capacity (LOS F) un less either a DDI (Diverging Diamond Interchange), northbound to 
westbound flyover, or a northbound to westbound loop ramp is constructed. 

The proposed scoping phase would allow a more detailed analysis, including updated counts 
and projections, preliminary environmental screening, crash analysis, and an alternatives 
analysis to provide direction and timing for the required improvements to SAC, GDOT and CORE 
MPO staff. The detailed traffic study will provide a preliminary analysis to facilitate a future 
Interchange Modification Report, if required. Staff anticipates that a preliminary engineering 
phase could follow depending on the results of the scoping phase. 

Consultants:  TBD 

mailto:wilkesm@thempc.org


Product: Final, detailed traffic study of recommended improvements  to  be  utilized  to  
program  a project in the CORE MPO's TIP and Total Mobility Plan. 

 
COST DESCRIPTION (contract, staff, purchase data costs, etc.):  

Lead Agency and Local Sponsor:  Savannah Airport Commission Department of Engineering 

 

PL FUNDS:     $320,000 (0%) 

LOCAL MATCH (CASH):   $80,000 (0%) 

LOCAL MATCH (IN-KIND):  None (0%) 

TOTAL COST:   $400,000      

 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION 

COASTAL REGION METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

APPROVAL OF REQUEST FOR FHW A PL FUNDS FOR INTERSTATE 95 AT AIRWAYS A VENUE I 
POOLER PARKWAY INTERCHANGE STUDY 

WHEREAS, the Coastal Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (CORE MPO) has been designated by the 
Governor of Georgia as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Savannah urbanized area; and 

WHEREAS, the Coastal Region Metropolitan Planning Organization, in accordance with Federal requirements, 
and in cooperation with area planning, implementation, and operating transportation agencies, maintains a comprehensive 
transportation planning program for the Savannah urbanized area; and 

WHEREAS, the Interstate 95 at Airways Avenue I Pooler Parkway Interchange serves as the primary access point 
for the Savannah Hilton Head International Airport, major area employers and regional retail hubs in Pooler; and 

WHEREAS, the Interstate 95 at Airways A venue I Pooler Parkway Interchange is experiencing heavy congestion 
and delays due to the rapid growth and expansion of the aforementioned facilities; and 

WHEREAS, the Savannah Airport Commission has previously commissioned a preliminary study which 
determined that significant reconstruction of the interchange will be needed in order to attain an acceptable level of 
service; and 

WHEREAS, the Coastal Region Metropolitan Planning Organization has determined that it would be 
advantageous to conduct an updated, detailed study of the Interstate 95 at Airways A venue I Pooler Parkway Interchange 
to develop alternatives to improve the operation and safety of the interchange, evaluate alternatives using traffic 
projections and provide direction and timing for needed improvements and to facilitate development of a future concept 
report and Interchange Modification Report (IMR), if required; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Coastal Region Metropolitan Planning Organization along 
with the Savannah Airport Commission, proposes to jointly conduct a transportation study - Interstate 95 at Airways 
Avenue I Pooler Parkway Interchange Study with an estimated project cost of $400,000 ($320,000 as 80% from FHW A 
PL Funds and $80,000 as 20% local match) and affirms that the required local match is available and that the local match 
will be provided by the Savannah Airport Commission; and 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the CORE MPO hereby approves the Chatham 
County-Savannah Metropolitan Planning Commission, as CORE MPO staff, to submit an application for FHW A PL 
Funds to the Federal Highway Administration, Georgia Department of Transportation and the Georgia Association of 
MPOs for the Interstate 95 at Airways Avenue I Pooler Parkway Interchange Study. 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by the Coastal Region 
Metropolitan Planning Organization Board at a meeting held on March 22, 2017. 

Albert J. S tt, Chairman 
Coastal Region Metropo itan Planning Organization 
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