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TOPICS
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Special Events Ordinance Goals / Updates

Special Events Permit Application / Guide

Special Event Impact Rating (SEIR) 
Chart

Changes to Special Event Ordinance
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ORDINANCE GOALS
• Establish fee structure for events (Via annual 

revenue ordinance)
• Create SEIR structure (Special Event Impact Rating)

• Moderate event sound, waste, traffic, parking, 
safety, outreach, and notifications

• Establish application submission time and 
deadline (Proactive Timeline)

• Establish provisions for event denial 
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OLD APPLICATION
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NEW APPLICATION
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OLD to NEW
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RESOURCE GUIDE

What the guide will have:
• HOW TO HOST AN EVENT IN 

SAVANNAH
• City contact info
• Fees
• Instructions on how to complete 

the permit
• Policy
• Ordinance
• FAQ
• Permit Review Meeting Dates
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CHANGE OF PRESPECTIVE
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Weddings
Runs

Block Parties

Park Rentals

Parades

Public Assembly



CHANGE OF PRESPECTIVE
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Small 
Event

Medium 
Event

Large 
Event

Define events not by their type but by their size 
and impact. 

A wedding is just as much an event as a run. We 
must change the mindset of seeing events in 
separate classifications.



SEIR
• Special Event Impact Rating
• Categorizes event by impact, rather than type
• Allows for organizer to determine HOW MUCH they are 

willing to put into the process
• Holds organizer accountable to requirements
• Allows for denial if organizer cannot guarantee commitment 

to requirements
• Clearly defined and logical
• Transparent
• In application, resource guide, and found online
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SEIR
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IMPACT RATING is determined by 
the column the applicant touches 
based on their highest category 
reached. 



SEIR
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EXAMPLE 1 –

• 35 Person Wedding
• Off Peak
• No Parking Need
• No Sound
• No Alcohol
• Residential Square

• SEIR 1 Rating  



SEIR
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EXAMPLE 2 –

• Same 35 Person Wedding
• Peak Season (Mar-May, Sep-Nov)
• No Parking Need
• No Sound
• No Alcohol
• Residential Square

• SEIR 3 Rating  



SEIR
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EXAMPLE 3 –

• 150 Person 5K Run
• Off Peak 
• No Parking Need
• Amplified Sound (normal)
• No Alcohol
• ITC Only
• Local Road
• PD Need only from City

• SEIR 2 Rating  



SEIR
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EXAMPLE 4 –

• SAME 150 Person 5K Run
• Peak Season
• No Parking Need
• Amplified Sound at 7am 

(announcements only)
• No Alcohol
• Road Closure
• Arterial Street
• PD Need only from City

• SEIR 4 Rating  



SPECIAL EVENT 
ORDINANCE
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QUICK WIN ORDINANCE CHANGES–

• TITLE CHANGE
• ‘Special Event Ordinance’

• FEES
• Noted per the annual revenue ordinance 

Daffin Park Pavillion $150 $225 All fees increased to cover expenses to operate. 
Article R. Leisure and Recreaion Fees. Section 3: Facility 

Fee

Daffin Park Pavillion - Non Profit $60 $100 All fees increased to cover expenses to operate.

Article R. Leisure and Recreation Fees Section 3: Facility 
Fees

Special Events Application Fee 0 $25 
Required application fee for all outdoor special events  

within the City of Savannah
ARTICLE X.  MISCELLANEOUS FEES.

Special Event  - Food Truck Vendor Fee $                      -
$50.00 / vendor per 

event 

Covers part of the administrative costs associated with 
processing special event permits. Also will fund special 

event permitting software purchase and licenses. 
***Calculated at average of 2 food trucks per event 

using vendors***

ARTICLE X.  MISCELLANEOUS FEES

Special Event  - Event Vendor Fee $                      -
$25.00 / vendor per 

event 

Covers part of the administrative costs associated with 
processing special event permits. Also will fund special 

event permitting software purchase and licenses.
***Calculated at average of 2 food trucks per event 

using vendors***

ARTICLE X.  MISCELLANEOUS FEES

Special Event Permit Fee - $            150.00 
Covers part of the administrative costs associated with 

processing special event permits.

ARTICLE X.  MISCELLANEOUS FEES



SPECIAL EVENT 
ORDINANCE
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QUICK WIN ORDINANCE CHANGES–

• Application Submission and Review
• 1 Year Out
• 90 Days to Event
• 30 days to review by City
• Provision for 18 months out for NEW EVENTS that do not fall on a projected 

event date already taken. (Allows time to plan, one time use only)

• Denials
• Based on not fulfilling obligations listed in application
• Violated the provisions of a permit within the past 3 years (rolling)
• Application not submitted on time
• Incomplete applications
• Fees not paid accordingly
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Implementation
COMMUNICATION IS KEY

• Launch Date: January 2020
• Permit Review Meetings – every two weeks
• Work with Legacy Events
• Use Discretion and Common Sense Approach
• Rolling Implementation

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY:

• Event organizers must submit a permit application in order to hold a date;
• Event organizers can submit a permit application for review one

calendar year prior to the event; 
• At a minimum, permit applications must be received by this

office no later than 90 days from the date of the event; and
• Application submittal DOES NOT indicate approval.



City of Savannah / Special Events, Film & Tourism



THANK YOU
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