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WJ-['E'R'E.JlS: The m'onth of November is recognized across the country as National Runaway Prevention Month 

since 2002, a public awareness campaign designed to "Shine a Light" on the experiences of runaway 

and homeless youth (RHY) that too often remain invisible and will be observed in the Savannah 

community to bring more awareness to this nationally recognized humanitarian issue; and 

WJ-['E'R'E.JlS: The prevalence of runaway and homelessness among youth is staggering, with studies suggesting 

that each year, nationally, over 4.2 million young people ages 13-25 endure some form of 

homelessness from all walks of life, including children in the City of Savannah; and 

WJ-['E'R'E.JlS: Runaway youth are often expelled from their home, have experienced trauma, struggle to meet 

basic needs, and are at increased danger of falling into high-risk situation, including human 

trafficking; and 

WJ-{'E'R,'E.JlS: Effective programs supporting and assisting runaway youth and their families to provide safe and

stable homes succeed because of partnerships created amongst families, local government, youth

based advocacy organizations, community-based human services agencies, law enforcemer:it, 

schools, faith-based organizations, and businesses as well as local organizations like Park Place 

Outreach and Greenbriar Children's Center working to lower homelessness, to raise awareness, 

provide support, offer resources for vulnerable young people in the Savannah community and 

surrounding. 

NOW, 'I'J-['E'R'E:fO'R'E, I Yan 'R. Johnson, II, Mayor of the City of Savannah, on behalf of the 
Savannah City Counci{ do hereby afso recognize November 2022, as 

"N..'ATION.'A.L 'R-'UN..'AW..'AY P'R-'EV'E:NT'ION :JvlO:NTJ-l'' 

In the City of Savannah, §..'A, we urge a{{ citizens to support the efforts to increase pubfic 
awareness about, advocate on behalf of, and provide positive and safe a{ternatives to 
runaway and home{ess youth and their famifies. 
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