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The “Ridership Recipe”

If high ridership is what you want, then you 
should follow…



Frequent, long-span service …

Following patterns of …
• Density
• Walkability
• Linearity
• Continuity

…and forming a connected network.



Density
How many people are 
going to and from the area 
around each stop?

Higher 
Ridership

Lower 
Ridership



Walkability Can the people around the 
stop walk to the stop?
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Linearity
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Can transit run in straight lines 
that attract through-riders?



Proximity
or, Continuity

Lower cost

Higher cost

Does transit have to cross 
long low-ridership gaps?
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Low frequency is hard to imagine if you 
don’t use transit much.

• Elevators?

• Traffic signals?

A gate at the 
end of your 
driveway that 
opens only once 
an hour???











High Coverage Concept 
Change in Access to Jobs



High Ridership (High Frequency) Concept 
Change in Access to Jobs



Questions and comments?



What’s next?

• Web surveying through May 15

• Paper surveying at the JMR Transit Center 

• Materials posted at County libraries

• Outreach events at community centers and libraries

• Public unveiling of the Concepts this evening

• …

• CAT Board will wrestle with this difficult trade-off in 
June.



Thank You!



MORE SLIDES!










