RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE SAVANNAH/CHATHAM COUNTY APPLICATION TO THE

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD FOR OFFICIAL DESIGNATION AS A

“COAST GUARD COMMUNITY”

WHEREAS: 
The United States Congress, through federal legislation, has enabled the United States Coast Guard to designate a community having a special relationship with the Coast Guard as a “Coast Guard Community”; and 
WHEREAS: 
Local Coast Guard command is empowered to recommend that the “Coast Guard Community” designation be awarded to a surrounding city, county, or other juridical entity that meets rigorous application standards, with only 14 communities across the nation having received such designation;  and  

WHEREAS:
The residents of the City of Savannah have enjoyed a unique relationship with Coast Guard personnel and their families for over half a century, by grace of the Coast Guard’s presence since 1963 at what has grown into the 12-acre site on Hunter Army Airfield in Savannah known as Air Station Savannah, or “AIRSTA Savannah”; and

WHEREAS:
The Coast Guard’s presence at AIRSTA Savannah includes nearly 100 military and civilian personnel providing, without limitation, search and rescue response, homeland security services, and law enforcement support for an area of operations that spans 450 nautical miles of coastline across three states, all in furtherance of the continuous coastal patrol and defense of our nation; and
WHEREAS: 
The Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit Savannah is the nation’s fourth largest container port and second busiest port on the East Coast;  the services provided  are invaluable . They  include stewardship our maritime resources, administration and enforcement of vessel safety standards, response to an investigation of marine casualties, violations of navigation laws, oil spills, and hazardous material releases, and outreach and coordination of contingency plans and preparedness activate with area stakeholders”; and
WHEREAS:
Coast Guard personnel and their families, reside in both on-base housing and in private housing throughout the City of Savannah, form an integral part of the fabric of our community, with Coast Guard families and non-Coast Guard families interacting with, and supporting one another, in experiences at every level of civic life – whether social, educational, cultural, religious, in civic organizations, sporting events, and through businesses, to name only some – through daily experiences as well as life-altering events, all indelibly affecting and bettering one another’s lives; and

WHEREAS: 
Coast Guard personnel and families also welcome over 2,500 guests and visitors annually into Savannah, with City residents and businesses extending welcome and hospitality to those visitors; and
WHEREAS: 
The residents and businesses of Savannah and its municipalities have a longstanding history of recognizing, and supporting their Coast Guard neighbors, and wish to formalize their continuing commitment to these men, women, and children by attaining and proudly proclaiming the designation of “Coast Guard Community.”
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah to support and endorse the Savannah/Chatham County application to become a designated “Coast Guard Community” as authorized by the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah.  
 SIGNED and SEALED August 3, 2017.
________________________________
Attest:                                                   


Eddie W. DeLoach, Mayor
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__


Dyanne C. Reese, Clerk of Council

