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CNU26.SAVANNAH
• Comprised of urban designers, architects, 

planners, developers and engineers: 
– Restoration of existing urban centers and towns
– Reconfiguration of sprawling suburbs into 

communities of real neighborhoods and diverse 
districts

– Conservation of natural environments, and 
– Preservation of our built legacy

• CNU Legacy Projects held prior to annual 
conferences
– East Savannah
– Southside 



East Savannah
• Focused on the residential Eastside 

neighborhood and commercial  portion of 
Waters Avenue

• Identified and addressed historic and 
community character within the East 
Savannah framework

• Developed a strategy that alleviated 
mounting developmental pressure 

• Offered residents solutions to unsafe 
roadways, lack of community resources, 
and accessibility to housing



Southside Retrofit
• Aimed to build a vision of Southside that involved 

a sustainable, pedestrian-friendly, mixed-use hub 
with opportunities for education, jobs, 
housing, entertainment, and transportation 
options

•  AnƟcipated growth of Georgia Southern 
Armstrong campus 

• Considered retail "dead space" 
• Envisioned the proposal for an active town center 

providing local amenities and bridging the 
surrounding suburban neighborhoods



Study Area 



Evolution



Existing Conditions



Street Grid Comparison
downtown southside



Area Analysis



Vision

Create a long-term vision to establish a vibrant, 
sustainable, mixed-use and walkable 

neighborhood center on the City’s Southside 
with opportunities for education, housing, jobs, 
entertainment, and access to multiple modes 

of transportation



Guiding Principles

1. Encourage new development stemming 
from the anticipated growth of GSU 
Armstrong Campus to have a mix of uses 
that forms complete neighborhoods

2. Focus population growth within major 
activity centers

3. Increase opportunities for public transit in 
Savannah’s Southside

4. Development rules should be written or 
revised to achieve the desired outcomes

5. Promote safe walking and biking as 
means of transportation

6. Apply lessons learned from Southside 
study throughout the City of Savannah







Stakeholder Feedback
• Create a place for “ourselves”—Southside

– Southside Residents
– Opportunities for young adults in Southside
– Hunter Army Air Field – Personnel & Family 

• Local/Small Business vs. National Chains
• Increase Connectivity/Walkability

– Pedestrians
– Bikes
– Water Access

• Abercorn Street
• Usable Green Space
• Creating a new “Front Door” for Southside 



Concept Plan: 

Public Square



Concept Plan:

Public Square



Concept Plan:

Neighborhood Center



• Savannah Ward Plan: 68 blocks
• Savannah Mall Property: 1 block



Concept Plan:

Residential Neighborhood 



Concept Plan:

Middleground Road Retail Nodes



Concept Plan:

Park Connections



Concept Plan: 

Abercorn Street Improvement



Concept Plan:

Abercorn Street Improvement



Multiway Boulevard 

…Flagship of walkable communities


