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Cape Street is an east-west street located in Herbert L. Kayton Homes, connecting Morris 
Brown Drive to Brewer Street. The street pattern and street names within Kayton Homes were 
originated with the development of this housing complex in the early 1960s. To date, the 
inspiration for the name Cape has not been determined and no record of it has been found in 
City of Savannah government records. Attempts to locate a source through Housing Authority 
of Savannah records or other contemporary sources have not yielded results. 
 

 
Map of Herbert L. Kayton Homes indicating Cape Street from sagis.org (accessed February 16, 2021) 

 
The original street pattern of this area was destroyed by Urban Renewal and the introduction of 
Herbert L. Kayton Homes. City maps like the detailed Savannah Cadastral Survey Ward Maps 
below from 1939 show an entirely different system of streets prior to Urban Renewal, with 
names including Maple, Oak, Charles, Russell, and Magnolia. In the 1960s, Urban Renewal 
completely wiped out not only these streets, but the community anchored by them, as clearly 
shown in the Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps from 1955 (before) and 1963 (after) in the following 
pages.  
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Garden Ward, 1939. Record Series 3121-019, Engineering Department – Savannah Cadastral Survey Ward Maps, 

Sheet 71. City of Savannah Municipal Archives. 
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Roberts Ward, 1939. Record Series 3121-019, Engineering Department – Savannah Cadastral Survey Ward Maps, 

Sheet 199. City of Savannah Municipal Archives. 
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Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Savannah, Chatham County, Georgia. 1955, Volume 1, Sheet 38. Retrieved from the 

Library of Congress (www.loc.gov/item/sanborn01500_008/). 

http://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn01500_008/
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Detail of Sheet 38 updated to 1963 showing intersection of Gwinnet Street and West Broad Street where Urban 

Renewal replaced a dense neighborhood with Kayton Homes and an entirely vacant lot on the northwest corner of 
Gwinnett and West Broad streets. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Savannah, Chatham County, Georgia. 1955, 

Volume 1, Sheet 38, updated through 1963. Georgia Historical Society. 
 

 
 

 
Herbert L. Kayton, 

circa 1946 

The City of Savannah government partnered with the Housing 
Authority of Savannah to appraise properties along West Broad 
Street for Urban Renewal purposes. In January 1961, the City 
transferred the tract for Kayton Homes to the Housing Authority 
(Deed Book 79T-Folio 335).  
 
Herbert L. Kayton Homes was opened in 1962 by the Housing 
Authority of Savannah. The public housing complex was named for 
Herbert L. Kayton, former board chairman and vice-chairman, who 
served on the Housing Authority’s board for over twenty years. The 
complex includes 164 apartments that range from one to five-
bedroom units. 
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Above: Construction of Herbert L. Kayton Homes, circa 1961-1962. Savannah Morning News. 

Below: Herbert L. Kayton Homes, looking northwest, circa 1961. Savannah Morning News. 
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Sources: 

“Housing Authority of Savannah: The History.” Housing Authority of Savannah, February 2006. 

“Oglethorpe Was Right… a tale of two centuries.” Housing Authority of Savannah, January 1946.  

Record Series 3205-020, Savannah Development and Renewal Authority (SDRA) - West Broad 
Street Appraisals (1958-1968), finding aid. 

“Visual History of West Broad Street (Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard) from Liberty Street to 
Anderson Street.” City of Savannah, Research Library & Municipal Archives, March 2010. 
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